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Introduction to Boarding
It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to Farlington as a boarder.
You can look forward to joining a warm and friendly community on site,
where everyone looks after one another, and our boarding staff work
hard to ensure a true 'family feeling' throughout the Boarding House. 
 
As a boarder, you have access to the school’s facilities at evenings and
weekends, and our staff organise trips every weekend for you to
experience the local area. Boarding is a fantastic way to make new
friends; friends who you will potentially have for the rest of your life.
You will make many happy memories during your time at Farlington,
and we really look forward to welcoming you as one of our students.
 
This booklet will hopefully answer most of your questions, but please 
do not hesitate to contact us if you need clarification or further help.
 
Kind regards 

James Passam, Headmaster
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Welcome to boarding at Farlington School!

The information in this booklet is intended to give you a good insight into
boarding life. I hope it will go some way to helping you find your way
around the Boarding House (the Mansion House) and school. However,
there are always plenty of staff and other boarders who will be more
than happy to answer any questions you may have. Please share any
concerns; talking is often the key to feeling happier and more relaxed!
You will be told many things in your first few days, about what you
should and shouldn't do. If you have any doubts at all, please just ask.
There are also some comments and tips from our Head Boarders on
page 7, to help you feel like one of us as soon as possible!

Mrs C Robinson, Head of Boarding

Dear Students, Parents & Guardians
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In the Boarding House, we endeavour to provide a relaxed, caring,
‘home-from-home’ environment, where the boarders feel happy
and secure. It is our intention that every boarder feels that he or
she is a trusted member of the boarding community, and
reciprocates appropriately. The large age span of the Boarding
House creates a genuine ‘family feel', and each boarder is
welcomed by peers and differing age groups alike.

All staff have the best interests of the boarders in mind. There are
firm but fair routines in place, as is necessary in a big community,
to ensure that everyone shows care, respect and consideration for
others. Pastoral needs are taken into account at all times, and
contact is maintained as necessary with parents, guardians and
day school staff, giving the boarders a ‘safety net’ of care.

The boarders’ educational development is also important, and we
strive to ensure that each individual can work effectively to achieve
their own potential – and is able to seek help when they need it.

A place where the boarders can grow into independent adults, 

A place where the boarders learn to do their best at everything –
and do not mind if they do not always succeed at the first attempt.
A place where the boarders are accepted for who they are; we
want them to be kind and considerate of one another’s needs.
A place where the boarders can mix with other students of all
ages, irrespective of race, religion, culture and linguistic
background.
A place for boarders to have fun

A place where happy 

Our aim is for the Boarding House to be:

able to cope with the ever-changing world; they will take on more
responsibility as they get older.

whilst maturing into caring adults.

memories are made.

Boarding Aims & Objectives
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Meet the Boarding Staff

MRS C ROBINSON, 
HEAD OF BOARDING

 

MISS E HARTLEY, 
HOUSE TUTOR

 

LOLA
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MS R LEWIS, 
MATRON

 

MR J SPENCE, 
HOUSE TUTOR

 

There are also two
Boarding House

cleaners, Annie and
Rebecca. They are
extremely helpful

and friendly.

MR H RADFORD, 
HOUSE TUTOR

 

MR L THORNLEY, 
BOARDING 
ASSISTANT

 

REBECCA

 
ANNIE

 



In the Boarding House, we have a great family atmosphere. It is a close-knit community where everyone knows
everyone; you will soon find that you make friends with all age groups! As Head Boarders, it is our pleasure to
help you if you’re sad or unsure about something. We’ll always be there for a chat. As friends, we’ll do as much
as we can to make you comfortable in the Boarding House. Don’t worry if you feel homesick and overwhelmed
when you first arrive – it’s completely normal! You will have fun in the Boarding House, so don’t be sad!

Every Friday/Saturday we go to Tesco, so you can buy all the snacks you want, but don’t worry if you run out;
you can stock up at the Tuck Shop if you get hungry! The weekends are the best times to have fun, relax,
experience new things and bond with your fellow full boarders. We do lots of activities over the weekend, from
relaxing spa days to theme parks and ‘Go Ape’ in the trees.

In the evenings, as well as doing homework, we have time to relax and use the fantastic Farlington facilities, for
example, playing tennis on the tennis courts, using the Sports Hall, playing games on the South Lawn... and
don’t forget our fabulous Film Nights, with plenty of popcorn to eat!

We have a Christmas Dinner, where we all receive our Secret Santa gifts, and then dance the night away! But we
don’t JUST party at Christmas; we also have our end-of-year summer party. With a BBQ dinner, ice cream bar
and other activities, everyone gets involved (even the cooks). 

So have a great year and enjoy your life in the Boarding House. 

Smile and you will have a fun, fulfilled life (VIVE UT VIVAS!).

Welcome from 
the Head Boarders
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What to Bring & What Not to Bring
Personal clothing, to include 'smart-casual' items
School uniform (please see full Uniform Lists here)
1 smart outfit for special occasions
Pyjamas
Dressing gown and slippers/soft-soled shoes
Personal toiletries
Towels

Pets
Knives
Candles
Irons
Electric heaters

WHAT TO BRING:

Casual shoes
Warm coat
Classroom stationery
Mobile phone
Headphones
Watch
Alarm clock

FOR EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES:

Sports clothing
Gym shoes
Outdoor running shoes
Water bottle
Waterproof coat
Swimming costume
Beach towel

WHAT NOT TO BRING:

Electrical cooking equipment
Kettles or coffee machines
Refrigeration devices
Alcohol, smoking paraphernalia or vaping devices
Chewing gum
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Suggested Weekly
Pocket Money Year 7 - £10

Years 8 & 9 - £15
Years 10 & 11 

& Sixth Form - £20

Boarding Life
ROOM TIDINESS

 
After boarders leave for school each day, rooms will be checked for tidiness. The basic
expectation is that boarders have: made their bed neatly, cleared the floor, tidied their
desk and turned off the lights.

If their room falls short of the expected tidiness, boarders will be asked, during activity
time, to sort out their room space. For persistent untidiness, they can expect to be
woken up earlier in order to have more time to tidy their room. This could be
accompanied by an earlier bedtime to ensure they have sufficient sleep!

POCKET MONEY

Pocket money is issued weekly by the Finance Office – parents may deposit money with
the school for this purpose. Pocket money is requested on a Tuesday night and issued
on a Friday. If, every so often, students need to draw extra money for a special
purpose, this can be arranged if their balance allows.

All basic needs and expenses are covered by the school, so we strongly recommend
that students do not have too much spending money. The amounts shown on the right
are intended as a guide.
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ACCOMMODATION

All of our boarders are accommodated under the same roof,
and both boys and girls are able to share the communal areas
such as the kitchens, office and TV room, which we believe
greatly enhances the feeling of being part of a family.
Bedrooms remain in separate parts of the Boarding House,
with an overnight alarm set each evening on the door
separating boys' and girls' accommodation. Boys’
accommodation is off limits to girls at all times, and vice
versa: girls’ accommodation is off limits to boys at all times.
Any breach of this important rule will be treated as a serious
transgression of the school's boarding rules.

COMMUNAL SPACE

The House has communal spaces where the boarders can
socialise, play games or watch films. These spaces are also
used for the weekly House Meetings. It is expected that
boarders speak English at all times in all communal areas.

Boarding Life

Boarders in Year 10 and below are expected to hand in
their phones and all other electronics at bedtime; these will
be handed out again the following morning.

Boarders in Year 11 and above may keep their phones
overnight, and are responsible for charging their own
devices. However, if they use their phone after lights out or
disturb other boarders, they should expect the phone to be
confiscated by staff for 24 hours!

ELECTRONICS

Boarders are allowed to have a mobile phone in the Boarding
House, but there are some very simple rules for their use:

LAUNDRY

The Boarding House is equipped with laundry facilities.
Boarders in Year 11 and below are asked to use the laundry
baskets in their bedrooms. The Matron will wash the clothes
and return them the following day.

School uniform and sports kit are to be handed in every Friday
to be washed. They will be returned on Sunday evening, ready
for the school week.

Bedding is washed every two weeks, on a Wednesday.
Boarders are asked to strip their beds and collect new bedding
from the laundry cupboards in the morning.

Boarders in the Sixth Form are expected to use these facilities
to wash their own clothes, after an induction by the Matron. It
is important to observe the times when the facilities are open
for use!
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Boarding Life
EMAIL / IT USE

Each student is given their own username and password when
they join the school. This works on the school's own network
and is available for internal communications. School email
addresses can be accessed remotely during the holidays.

Facebook and various social media are available after 18:00.

It is required of every student that an ICT agreement is signed,
detailing what is allowed and how to deal with any technical
difficulties.

POST

We think it is really nice to keep in touch the old-fashioned
way, by writing letters. Give your letters to the Houseparent or
Matron and they will post them for you. The cost can then go
on the school bill. Post is delivered and collected from within
the school, so there is no need to worry about trekking to the
local postbox!

Mail that is addressed to a boarder is brought to the Boarding
House for collection after school.

MAKING YOUR AREA YOUR OWN

Boarders will probably want to spend some time personalising
their room or dorm area. This is encouraged, but please
remember to stick to the noticeboards, and use pins rather
than Blu Tack. 

Boarders are welcome to bring their own duvet cover – and the
duvet itself – if they like. Please make sure that these are very
clearly named.
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Health & Safety
ILLNESS

 

We have an on-site Medical Centre, which is located close to
the Boarding House. This is staffed by qualified nurses who will
treat you if you are feeling unwell or you are injured. The
Medical Centre is manned on Mon/Thurs/Fri from 08:00-
16:00, and on Tues/Weds from 08:00-17:00. The nurses
work closely with the Boarding House staff to ensure that the
boarders' needs are fully met. If boarders need any medical
help outside of these hours, they will need to see either the
Boarding House Matron or the Houseparent on duty. 

If boarders have any special medical needs, it is expected that
full details are provided so that we are equipped to help them
properly. Parents will have filled in a Health Form on their
child's behalf, and staff will base each boarder's care needs
around this information.

MEDICATION
Medication is kept either in the Medical Centre or in a locked
cupboard in the Boarding House. Boarders MUST NOT keep
any medication in their room or take medicine without our
knowledge, as it is a legal requirement for staff to log all
medication taken by boarders. If a boarder is unwell and needs
medication, boarding staff can dispense homely remedies, as
necessary.

FIRE
 

The Boarding House is fitted with systems that alert staff and
students in the case of a fire. All necessary fire safety
equipment is checked and maintained on a regular basis.

Boarding House fire practices are carried out regularly and
new students are taken through the fire evacuation procedure
individually.
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Pastoral Care
HOMESICKNESS

Moving to a boarding school can bring on a wide range
of emotions, no matter the age of the boarder. These
emotions can range from excitement to anxiety, and it
may make the transition feel difficult. Although many
make the transition with ease, getting homesick is
perfectly normal and is often triggered once the initial
excitement has subsided.

The trigger can be an awkward social experience, a
mistake that has been highlighted, or a prolonged
period of time alone. Key signs of homesickness often
include excessive phone calls or texts, usually involving
a request to go home. It can also lead to not wanting to
take part in organised activities. However, isolation
only causes the homesickness to worsen.

Homesickness tends to pass within a short time, as long
as staff are made aware and the boarder engages with
the assistance provided.

HELP AND ADVICE

There may be times when you need someone to talk to;
school, home and life in general can be demanding. In
the Boarding House, there are many people you can
turn to for a friendly chat. You are free to talk to any
member of staff; whoever you find most approachable
– they will be happy to listen to you. 

Other people to talk to include the school nurses and
any teacher or tutor that you feel most comfortable
speaking to. You can also speak to any of the Head
Boarders, or our independent listener, all of whom are
always happy to have a good chat!

There is a 'Comments, Suggestions and Complaints'
box in the Mansion House for you to put notes in, if
you would rather write down what is bothering you.
Please do not put anonymous notes in, as this makes it
very difficult for us to help you.
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LEAVING BELONGINGS AT SCHOOL
 

Belongings may remain at school during the Christmas and
Easter holidays, but not over the summer break. If boarders
live overseas, a small amount of non-valuable belongings
may be left at school at the discretion of the Houseparents.
Boarders must ensure they are able to lift and move their bag
of belongings by themselves!

Time Away from 
the Boarding House

 

HALF TERM BREAK
 

After each Half Term break, boarders generally return on the
Sunday from 18:00; please note that no supper is served.
Please do not arrange to return before 18:00, as the Boarding
House will be locked.

BEGINNING OF TERM
 

Boarders should return between 18:00 and 20:00 on the
night before school begins (or as stated in the Term Dates
section of the website). At this time, the Boarding House
staff are on hand to welcome back the boarders and help
them settle in. 
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END OF TERM
 

Each boarder's parents or guardians need to forward travel
details before the end of term, as requested on the End of
Term Form. If boarders need to leave before the official last
day of term, parents/guardians must write to our Headmaster,
Mr Passam, to seek permission.

https://www.farlingtonschool.com/528/term-dates-1


Communication
TELEPHONE

 

Mansion House: 00 44 1403 282562
This number is available from 18:30 - 22:00 on weekdays, and from 09:30 - 22:00 at weekends.

Mansion House Emergency Mobile: 00 44 7841 067604
If boarders need to contact us urgently outside of the above hours, the Houseparents will have 
the emergency mobiles with them at all times.

EMAIL

General emails should be sent to the following email address:

boardinghouse@farlingtonschool.com

All the Boarding House staff have access to this email address, and we aim to answer emails within 24 hours.

Confidential emails may be sent to Mrs Robinson, Head of Boarding:

cr@farlingtonschool.com
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MORNING ROUTINE (MON-FRI)

07:00 - Wake-up call
07:25 - Morning registration
07:30 - Breakfast 
08:00 - Return to Boarding House to prepare for the day; 

Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 to collect their electronics
08:20 - Uniform check and leave the Boarding House
08:30 - Registration in Form Rooms

EVENING ROUTINE (MON-THURS)

17:45 - Return to Boarding House to change
18:00 - Supper
18:30 - Evening activity
19:30 - Tuck time 
20:45 - Lights out start

 

EVENING ROUTINE (FRI)

17:45 - Return to Boarding House to change
18:00 - Supper
19:00 - First Tesco shopping trip 
20:00 - Second Tesco Trip
20:30 - Movie Night
21:30 - Lights out start 

 

Boarding Routine
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SATURDAY ROUTINE
 

09:00 - Wake-up call
09:25 - Morning registration

09:30 - Breakfast 
10:00 - Prepare for outing

10:15 - Outing
18:00 - Supper

18:30 - Free time
19:00 - Movie Night

21:30 - Lights out start
 

 

SUNDAY ROUTINE
 

10:30 - Wake-up call
11:00 - Brunch

11:30 - Outdoor activity
13:30 - Homework Club 

16:00 - Activity
18:00 - Supper

18:30 - House Meeting 
19:30 - Get ready for the school week

20:45 - Lights out start
 

 

Boarding Routine

17



Boarding Rules
BEHAVIOUR

Obviously, we have expectations as to how boarders should
behave, both as a boarder at school and when out on trips.
Staff would like to maintain a positive, friendly and respectful
atmosphere, in which we all take time to listen to each other
and do nothing that is selfish or thoughtless.

If serious breaches of trust occur, such as smoking, drinking
alcohol or drug use, it is dealt with as outlined in the
Behaviour Policy. Together with bullying, this kind of
behaviour is viewed most seriously, as it completely goes
against the ethos of trust and understanding upon which we
pride ourselves.

 

VALUABLE POSSESSIONS

Boarders will have a lockable area in which to place personal
items. If a padlock is required, these are available from the
Tuck Shop. However, boarders are asked to not bring very
valuable possessions to the Boarding House.

All boarders should check that they have insurance for their
belongings whilst at school. The school cannot be held
responsible for lost items of value that are not stored
securely.

ELECTRICAL ITEMS

All electrical items need to be handed in at the beginning of
term for PAT testing to ensure that they pass UK safety
requirements. Kettles, rice cookers and such items are not
permitted in bedrooms at all, and should not be brought to
school.

Every boarder will be given an extension lead for items such as
hair dryers, chargers for electronic devices etc. Personal
chargers for electronic devices must conform to UK standards
or they will be removed for safety.
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Boarding Rules
WHAT TO WEAR

Boarders will have been sent a Uniform List, and this can also
be accessed here. From Monday to Friday, boarders are
required to wear uniform from breakfast until they come back
to the Boarding House at 17:45, at which point they change
into their home clothes for supper.

Boarders may dress casually in the evenings and at the
weekends; the only requirement is that they look presentable
and always have shoes or slippers on if they are not in their
room!

GOING OUT

Boarders are welcome to take advantage of the privileges
appropriate to their age group; these are outlined on page 22.
Whether visiting a friend after school, going into Horsham to
do some shopping, or staying out for a weekend, boarders
need to let staff know in advance. Staff will need permission
from parents or guardians, two or three days beforehand, so
that transport can be arranged.

SIGNING IN AND OUT

If boarders leave the Boarding House for any reason, they
MUST use the signing-out book. This is kept outside the South
Room in the Boarding House – boarders should give details of
where they're going and what time they're leaving, together
with an indication of what time they will be coming back to the
Boarding House. It is vital that when they return they sign in to
say they're back, and tell the member of staff on duty that
they have returned. This is an absolutely essential record – it
helps to ensure that everyone is accounted for at all times,
and is vital during fire alarms.
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Food
The food in the Boarding House is very good! There is a wide range of
breakfast options and excellent suppers, as well as school lunches. Any
dietary requirements are accommodated – boarders are asked to let staff
know what they need in particular. Boarders eat together in the Trina Mawer
Hall at breakfast and supper; timings will always be displayed in the Boarding
House. Please check these daily as they do change on occasion.

Boarders are allowed tuck. There is a small Boarding House shop that sells
sweets and drinks, and other small items. For full boarders, a trip to Tesco
takes place every Friday and Saturday. A list will go up on the Boarding House
classroom, so that anyone who wants to go may put their name on it. Please
don't be late for the bus – either when leaving school or Tesco! All boarders
have a locker in which to keep tuck – a padlock will be required.

There are two small kitchens in the Boarding House, which the boarders can
use themselves for preparing drinks and snacks. All pupils will have a kitchen
induction, and all kitchens have guidelines displayed. Boarders are asked to
make sure they speak to a member of staff before using the oven, as younger
boarders should be supervised. Dishes must be washed up or put in the
dishwasher! Food should be eaten in the communal areas and may not be
taken into  bedrooms. 
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Privileges
 

Although there are plenty of organised activities at weekends for full boarders, there may also be times when they want to go
out with their friends – or just take a trip to Horsham to stock up on essentials. Below is a list of 'privileges' for boarders. As
boarders progress through the Boarding House, the extent of their privileges increases with seniority. If something they want to
do does not appear on this list, then they need to speak to the Houseparent on duty, who will let them know if it is allowed.

Any boarder may invite a friend on weekend outings –
space permitting
All boarders may bring in DVDs and computer games – as
long as they are age appropriate
Any boarder may use the kitchen, including the equipment.
Junior boarders must take the 'kitchen driving test'

ALL BOARDERS: YEAR 10 AND ABOVE:

GCSE students may use the Art and Textiles Rooms in
the evenings and at weekends, with permission

YEAR 11 AND ABOVE:

These students may celebrate birthdays by going out
for a meal or to the cinema – returning to the Boarding
House by 22:00

Boarders in Years 12 and 13 may return to the
Boarding House from 15:40 on weekdays
Sixth Form boarders may visit the cinema, theatre
or go out for a meal once a week – returning 
by 21:30. Sixth Form boarders may also go out at
weekends – however, visiting pubs is not allowed!
Sixth Form boarders are allowed visitors in the
evenings until 21:30, at the discretion of the
Houseparents

SIXTH FORM:
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